
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hosted by H.G. Nelson 

BUSH SLAM puts poets and poetry in motion across Australia to discover the true heart of the country. 
 

New six-part series premieres on  

ABC1 TUESDAY 29 DECEMBER, 2009 @ 8.00PM 
 

BUSH SLAM is produced by Freehand Productions in association with ABC TV. Series Producer: Matt Scully; Director: Chris Thorburn.  
ABC TV Head of Arts & Entertainment: Amanda Duthie; Executive Producer: Debbie Lee 
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Sharpen your pencils and lick your biros for a television series like no other! 
 
BUSH SLAM: three days, two poets, one towné finding the heartbeat of the nation in verse. 
 
BUSH SLAM puts poets and poetry in motion across Australia to discover the true spirit of the country. 
 

 
Our host H.G. Nelson (Greig Pickhaver) is at the wheel of the 
BUSH SLAM bus.  Each week he is taking two very different artists 
to explore a rural community and meet its people. Each poet is 
given just three days to capture the heart of the town in verse ï 
and then the tricky bit, to perform their work before the locals in a 
live head-to-head poetry slam for a thumbs-up or a thumbs-down!  
 
BUSH SLAM features Australiaôs leading poets and songwriters, 
including John Kinsella, Geoff Goodfellow, Sam Wagan 
Watson, Emily Ballou, Joel Ma, Melinda Schneider and James 
Blundell. Together, their writing covers a vast spectrum of styles, 
from bush poetry, to country, to hip hop. 
 
Part travelogue, BUSH SLAM visits six quintessential Australian 
towns ï Stanley in Tasmania, Blinman in South Australia, 
Corryong in Victoria, Yarrabah in Queensland and Cowra and 
Lightning Ridge in New South Wales. 
 

 

Theyôre all locations that in some way resonate with the Australian story - our relationship with the land, the treasures that lay beneath it, of fire 
and flood, of colonisation and Indigenous life and beliefs. By meeting the townsô inhabitants and exploring their heritage, we come to 
understand a little more about Australia and ourselves. 
 
BUSH SLAM is also about the creative process of writing and itôs H.G.ôs job to rummage through the poetôs tool box and drill into a world thatôs 
often secretive and hidden. What is it that inspires our leading wordsmiths? How do they transform their experiences into lines on a page? And 
what makes a good poem, anyway? The results are not always what you may imagine. Our poets are under the pump and thereôs precious 
little time for writerôs block as the ñslamò approaches! 
 
 
 




